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Rezumat. Aşezările omeneşti din Moldova reprezentate pe „harta rusă” din 
1828 – 1829. Lucrarea de faţăfost realizată pe seama analizei şi prelucrării datelor oferite 
de „Harta rusă” şi prezintă numărul, distribuţia geografică şi densitatea aşezărilor 
omeneşti din regiunea Moldovei în timpul războiului ruso-turc din anii 1828 – 1829, 
câştigat de ruşi şi încheiat cu Pacea de la Adrianopol (26.04.1829). În timpul acestui 
război, ofiţerii topografi ruşi au efectuat ridicarea topografică a hărţii la scara de 1 : 
420.000, cunoscută în literatura românească şi sub numele de „harta rusă”. Aceasta este 
o hartă statistică, întrucât autorii au notat lângă fiecare aşezare omenească numărul, de 
familii (gospodării). După opinia istoricului român C.C. Giurescu (1957), topografii ruşi 
au folosit datele statistice, referitor la numărul de gospodării (familii), ale unui 
recensământ mai vechi, din perioada anilor 1821 şi 1828. În ordine cronologică, aceasta 
veste prima hartă care ne oferă imaginea completă a răspândirii aşezărilor din toată 
Moldova - exclusiv Bucovina, la începutul sec. al XIX –lea. 
Totodată, aceasta este şi o hartă administtrativă, deoarece redă şi limitele tuturor 
ţinututrilor Moldovei. Pe baza acestor date ale conţinutului, am realizat şi două tabele 
statistice (Tabelul nr. 1 şi Tabelul nr. 2) cât şi două hărţi geografice tematice anexe (Fig. 
1 şi Fig. 2), utilizând metode specifice – metoda punctului (simplificată), în Fig. 1 şi 
metoda izoliniilor, în Fig. 2.). 
 Harta rusă, considerată destul de exactă, a fost gravată în ediţia I- a la 1835 şi în ediţia II 
- a la 1853. 
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In the first decades of the 19th century, the social – economic 
development of Moldavia produced in historical conditions different from those 
at the end of the 18th century. After the Peace from Kuciuk – Kainargi (in 1774), 
Moldavia started the period of passing from the feudal economic relations to the 
capitalist way of production. At the end of this peace, Moldavia acquired new 
rights and liberties from the suzerain Ottoman Gate: for instance the right to 
trade with other states than with Turkey and others. In this way an intensive 
period of development, but also an extensive period of agriculture, particularly 
of growing animals, began. 
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As a consequence occured the foundation of new rural settlements and 
the continual peopling of the low regions from East and South-East, steppe and 
forest steppe regions, which had been considered for many centuries “open 
places” and were avoided by the permanent settlements. At the same time, a 
slight refreshment of the urban settlements occurs and the foundation of 
significant number of small towns. All these occur as a background of an 
important growth of the number of population of Moldavia, even if this one had 
to bear the effects of lots of wars and epidemic periods. 
However, at the end of the 18th century and the beginning of the XIXth 
century, Moldavia had to tolerate certain historical events, some of them with 
very painful consequences. 
In this way, in the autumn of 1774, Moldavia bared a new cut-down of its 
boundaries because of Austrian Empire, that annexed Bucovina, in which also 
Cernăuţi was included and over two thirds of territory of Suceava, totalizing a 
surface of over 10.000 km
2
, which remained under Austrian occupation until 1918. 
Many zears after the destructive Russian – Austrian – Turkish war in 
1787 – 1792, the terrible Russian – Turkish war followen in1806 – 1812, ending 
with the Peace of Bucharest (May 16th 1812), through which the Russian 
Empire rended from Moldavia’s „body” all the space between the rivers Prut and 
Nistru, that was called Basarabia. 
Beginning with 1774 the Tatars from Buceag sheltered themselves to 
Crimeea, and in 1806, the last Tatar families were sent to Crimeea and the 
region of Cuban, so that in 1812, Buceag was completely abandoned by Tatars. 
They left almost all the villages and small cities destroyed and devastated. 
(I.Nistor, 1923). 
The Russian Empire was considered to have had the richest land of Moldavia. 
Basarabia, anexed to the Russian Empire represented over half of Moldavia’s surface, 
totalizing over 45.630 km
2
, where there were 5 walled cities, 17 small towns, 685 
villages and a population of approximately 482.630 inhabitants. 
In the first years after the occupation of Basarabia, because of the 
oppression of the Russian rule, thousands of villagers were running away over 
Prut, leaving behind a lot of devastated villages. 
Finally, in 1828-1829, another Russian – Turkish war took place, won 
by the Russians and ended with the Peace of Adrianopolis (26.04.1829), that 
brought yet to Moldavia some more advantages. On the occasion of this war, the 
Russian topography military officers raised the map „Karta teatrî v Evope 1828 i 
1829 godovi…” on the scale of1 : 420.000, also known as „the Russian map”, 
presenting among other teritories, Moldavia. This is a general map that 
represents all the visible details, but the landforms. It is also a statistical and 
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administrative map, quite exact, that was graved in the first edition, in 1835 and 
in the second edition, in 1853.  
According to the opinion of the Romanian historian C.C. Giurescu 
(1957), the Russian topographers used the statistical dates refering to the number 
of households (families) of the human settlements, of an older census refering to 
the period between 1821 - 1828. 
This is the first map that offers a complete image of the distribution of 
human settlements all over Moldavia – exclusively Bucovina, at the beginning 
of the XIXth century. This writing represents the result of modifying of the dates 
acquired through the analysis of this map. 
According to the legend, on this map all the visible and measurable 
details were thoroughly  reproduced, with the exception of the landforms, so it is 
a general map. As for the human settlements the bellowing  were reproduced: 1. 
cities – four categories; 2. villages – three categories; 3. devastating villages; 4. 
houses or manors; 5. churches; 6. monasteries and hermitages; 7. sheepfolds, 
sheep pens and chimney sweepers; 8. taverns, inns and 9. water mills and wind 
mills. At the same time it is an administrative map, because it renders also the 
limits of all Moldavian districts. In chronological order, it is the last map after 
which the limits of the territories Cârligătura, Herţa and Hârlău, suppressed in 
1834, can be reconstituted. 
 
1.The number and the geographical distribution of the settlements 
 
On the whole surface of Moldavia renderedon the „Russian map”, 3.755 
settlements were represented, this number including also those hamlets, sheep 
folds, mills, monasteries, hermitages, where it hadn’t been marked the number of 
the families was not marked(Table no.1). 
The map made by us (Fig. 1), entitled „The distribution of the 
Moldavian settlements in 1828-1829”, renders the human settlements – cities, 
small villages, through an empty small circle, and the rural settlements through a 
small point. This map and especially the statistical table (Tab. 1) drawn up by us 
show that, in 1828-1829, on the territory of Moldavia, there is a total of 3.755 
settlements, that means 32 cities and small towns and 3.7243 rural settlements – 
villages and hamlets, as well as 101 monasteries and hermitages. 
Taking into consideration the findings of the historian C. C. Giurescu 
(1957) performed only concerning Moldavia until Prut, and our observations 
upon the whole territory up to Nistru, the distribution of the settlements in 
regions was very ununiformly, depending on the natural conditions as well as on 
the extent of the surface of the regions. 
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Figure no.1 The dsitribution of the Moldavian settlements in 1828-1829 
 
The most varied rural settlements were placed in Orhei (340), that also had 
the largest surface (8.212 km²), including the old region Lăpuşna; following in order 
the region of Neamţ (879 settlements) and the region of Soroca (277). In the region 
of Herţa there were only 36 rural settlements and in Cârligătura 73. Herţa had the 
smallest surface (315 km²). 
Trying to group the regions according to the number of the rural settlements 
we can mention that: 2 regions (Herţa and Cârligătura) had less than 100 rural 
settlements, 10 regions had 100 – 200 rural settlements, 7 regions had 200 – 300 
rural settlements and one region (Orhei) had over 300 rural settlements. 
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Figura 2 The density of rural settlements in Moldavia in 1828 - 1829 
 
If we analyse distribution of the rural settlements on the three large 
longitudinal zones settled by the west boundary and the rivers Siret, Prut and 
Nistru, this one was rendered in the following way: 24,3% of the settlements 
were placed to the West of the Siret, with the smallest surface, 42,5% of the 
settlements were placed in the central area Siret – Prut, with complex, natural 
conditions, especially pedoclimatic, favourable to the development of the 
agricultural economy prevalent at that time, and 33,2 % of the rural settlements 
were placed to the East o the Prut with the largest surface, but with a steppe and 
silvosteppe droughty climat. 
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Table no . 1 – The human Settlements rendered on the “Russian Map” in 1835  
Region Sur face 
(km
2
)  
Number of settlements Monasteries, 
hermitages 
Density 
of the 
rural 
settl. 
 km²/1 
village 
 Cities 
and 
towns 
Villages 
hamlets 
Total   
Suceava 3 992 1 214 215 6 5,4 18,6 
Neamţ 4350 2 279 281 22 6,4 15,6 
Bacău 3 591 2 252 254 6 7,0 14,2 
Putna 3 355 3 187 190 9 5,6 17,9 
Herţa 315 1 36 37 1 11,4 8,8 
Dorohoi 2 232 1 197 198 1 8,7 11,4 
Botoşani 3 525 1 91 92 4 6,5 15,4 
Hârlău - 1 127 128 4 - - 
Iaşi 6 500 1 220 221 7 3,4 29,5 
Roman 1 632 1 155 156 5 9,5 10,5 
Cârligătura 975 1 73 74 2 7,5 13,3 
Vaslui 2 000 1 186 187 7 9,3 10,7 
Fălciu 2 100 1 158 159 4 7,5 13,3 
Tutova 2 700 1 221 222 9 8,2 12,2 
Tecuci 2 475 1 236 237 8 9,5 10,5 
Covurlui 2 855 1 143 144 5 5,0 20,0 
Hotin 4 650 1 179 180 - 3,9 26,0 
Soroca 5 457 2 277 279 - 5,1 19,7 
Orhei 8 212 2 340 342 1 4,1 24,1 
Bugeac 23 013 7 152 159 - 0,7 151,4 
TOTAL 83 929 32 3 723 3 755 101 4,4 22,5 
 
 Comparing „The Russian Map” (1835) with another map of Moldavia, 
at the end of the 18th century (1769 - 1772), of the Russian general F. G. De 
Bawr (V.Băican, 1981), we find out that, although the number of the human 
settlements has doubled in 60 years (on Bawr map 1938 rural settlements were 
rendered), their percentage distribution on the three longitudinal zones had kept 
almost the same percentage (25% on Bawr map and 24,3% in 1835), but in the 
central zone Siret – Prut, the number of the rural settlements drabbed off with 
4,5% (from 47% to 42,5%), while in the East zone Prut – Nistru increased with 
5,2% (from 28% to 33,2%). 
The fact is explainable: after the Peace of Kuciuk – Kainargi (1774), the 
old threat (theNogai tatars from Buceaga and even the zaporogen Cossacks from 
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south Ukrainia) drabbed off gradually until its dissapearance, and the 
development of the agriculture in the low regions in East and South – East 
advanced. It was followed by a more intense peopling and creation of new 
villages and hamlets. Besides this, in the north and south of Basarabia, after the 
driving away of the Turks and Tatars, the creation of new villages was 
encouraged for the Romanian population, as well as for the bringing of some 
foreign immigrants. Thus, it is supposed that from the 21.701 households 
registered in catagrafia from 1817 for the region of Hotin, almost 1/3 were 
„ruten” – vagrants from Podolia and Pocuţia.  
Moreover, to the North and South of Basarabia, after the chasing of the 
Turks and Tatars, the creation of villages was encouraging for the Romanian 
population, but also for the bringing of foreign immigrants. Hence, it is supposed 
that, from the 21.701 households registered in the catagraphia from 1817 for the 
region ofHotin, almost 1/3 were rutens – wanderers that came from Podolia and 
Pocutia. In addition it is considered that there were almost 2000 Lippovan families, 
that wandered in Basarabia out of religious reasons, so that during the „kidnapping” 
of Basarabia, were living 8000 Russian families especially in villages. 
After 1769, but especially after the „kidnapping” of Basarabia, a lot of 
Bulgarians came from the Ottoman Empire and together with them the 
„găgăuzi” – Petcheneg Cumanian Turkish nation, so that in 1817 34 Găgăuz – 
Bulgarian villages, were already registered, all of them placed in Buceag, 
between the rivers of Ialpug and Lunga (I.Nistor, 1923). 
 The colonization of Buceag, empty after the departure of the Turks and 
Tatars, accomplished gradually with Romanians, Cossacks, Russians, Germans, 
Bulgarians and a population named „Găgăuzi”. After the kidnapping of Basarabia, at 
the beginning, the Moldavians were running scared in large groups on the other side 
of Prut, but after the new Russian Administration assured them that through the 
“Establishment” from 1818, every new colonist was tax-exempt for four years, a lot 
of Moldavians established also in Buceag, creating new villages like: Spinoasa, 
Tambur, Căprioara, Frumuşica Nouă şi Veche, Catargiu,Satu-Nou,Bulboca, 
Moldovanca, Moruzeni, Văratic, Ialpugeni, Valea Perjului, Baba, Grădina etc. 
 In 1814, under the advice of the Russian government, approximately 1000 
German reformed colonists families were brought, from the regions of Varsovia, 
founding villages along the rivers of Cogâlnic, Ceaga şi Sărata (Borodino, Tarutino, 
Kulm, Moloiaslovăţ, Crasnoe., Leipzig, Cleaştiţa, Katzbach). Subsequently, in 1833, 
German colonists came from Würtemberg and other regions from south Germany, 
that founded the colony Gnadenthal, and in 1834, Friedenthal and Lichtenthal 
colonies were created. Finally, in the next years, another 11 German villages were 
66                                                VASILE BĂICAN 
founded. The German colonies were pleased at having a large local authonomy, 
creating three detours with the centre in Tarutino. 
 In 1816, French colonists were brought, that founded the villages 
Farechampenoise, Brienne, Paris and Arcis, placed on the valley of Cogâlnic, at 
the beginning of Ceghei or upstream. In 1817, a new but small group of 
Germans founded the village Teplitz. Between 1824 – 1828, the Swiss colonists 
came from the Lausanne district, founding the villages Şaba, in thesouth from 
the White – Stronghold. 
 Russian also contributed, but not to the colonization of Bessarabia, 
respectively Velicorussians or the „Moscals”, Malorussians or Rutens 
(Ukrainians) ans Cossacks. They founded colonies or Cossack villages like 
Amangit, Staro-Cozare, Volontirovca and after the 1828 – 1829 war the villages 
of Nicolaievska, Uspenskaia, Cerno-levka, Stepanovka, Constantinovka, 
Cercheşti, Marinovka, Mihailovka etc. Their inhabitans had a frontier 
organization. 
 In Bessarabia Jew and Armenian colonists were also brought, but they 
could not adapt themselves to the life of the villagers, carrying on trade. 
 Confronted by Bawr map, „the Russian map” (1835) includes also the 
region of Buceag (with a surface of about 23.013 km²) and 152 rural settlements, 
but it does not render Bucovina, conquered by Austrians. 
 On „the Russian map” 32 urban settlements were rendered – cities, towns 
and townlets, most of them being the old settlements of Moldavia. Confronted by 
Bawr map some old towns became rural settlements (Kruglik, Lipcani, Briceni, 
Trotuş, Lăpuşna, Greceni and Fălciu), in exchange some others appeared (Herţa, 
Bălţi, Fălticeni şi Bolgrad). We mention here that „the Russian map” (1835) does 
not register all the existing townlets until 1838. From the historical documents 
results that in the first three decades of the 19th century were declared at least five 
townlets: Burdujeni – that was declared town at 1808 and market town at 1818; 
Nămoloasa, Putna (1828), Drăguşeni, region of Covurlui (1823); Săveni, region of 
Dorohoi (4.aug.1818) and Suliţa, Botoşani (1817 -1819). 
 Moreover, on this map a large number of religious settlements was 
represented (101 monasteries, churches and hermitages), but in fact they were a 
lot more numerous. 
  
2.The density of the rural settlements 
 
 Because between 1828-1829 the surface of Moldavia, exclusively 
Bucovina, was 83.929 km², it results that, the medium density of the rural 
settlements was of 4,4 settlements/ 100 km², that means a significant increase as 
compared to Bawr map (2,7 settl./ 100km²). At the same time, this fact shows us 
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a diminution of the surface of ground that was due to every settlement, from 
37,5 km² /1 village on Bawr’s map, to 1828-1829 (Table no.1). 
 Although the map drawn up by us, entitled „The density of the rural 
settlements in Moldavia in 1828-1829”, through the method of izolines (Fig. 
no.2), has some difficulties, imposed especially by the drawbacks of explaining 
the method of izolines, renders sufficiently clear the areas with different 
categories of densenesses. 
 The areas with minimum density are delimited by the izoline of 2 
settlements/ 100km²; it shows that between 1828-1829,almost 40% of the territory 
Moldavia’s had less than 2 settlements/ 100km². The highest values of this kind 
were placed first of all in Eastern Carpathians, with  ahigh level of wood cover 
with the natural conditions less favourable for permanent living, where higher 
densities (of 4- 6 and even up to 8 settlements/100 km
2
) were only along the main 
valleys, especially in their widened fields. 
  The very little values of the density of the rural settlements (under 2 
settlemets/ 100km²) occupied a lot larger areas in the extra Carpathian lower 
steppe and silvosteppe subunits: the central zone of the north and the south 
halves of the Moldavian Plain, South-East of Husi Depression and South of 
Covurlui Plateau, but especially on the interstream Prut-Nistru (over 50%) - in 
Bălţi Depression, Orhei and all the region from south Bâcului Forests (Hillocks 
of Cogâlnic, Plain of Bugeac). 
The low densities (2-4 settlements/100km²) occupied significant areas, 
on about 20% of the surface of Moldavia, at the East limit of the Eastern 
Carpathians, in the Moldavia’s Plain, western Central Moldavian Plateau, on the 
Crasna-Lohan interstream, region of Bârlad, Covurlui Plateau and especially in 
the North-half of the Prut-Nistru interstream. 
 The densities with high values (6-8settlements/ 100km²) occupied quite 
significant areas (about 10%) only in Moldavian Subcarpathians, the Siret 
Corridor and in the Moldavian Plateau between Siret and Prut – in the hill and 
hillock higher subunits. 
 The densities with very high values (8 -12 settlements/100 km
2 
) 
occupied limited areas, insular ones (totalizing about 5% of Moldavia surface), 
all of them being situated only to the West of the Prut Valley (Fig. no. 2). 
 The densities with the highest values (over 12 settlements/100km²) 
marked only one area, very limited, situated in South from Tutova’s Hillocks, 
where it reached the maximum value of 13 settlements/ 100km². 
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The explanations of the maps 
 
 Figure no.1.Human settlements distribution in Moldavia berween 1828-1829 
Legend:Towns und market towns; Villages and hamlets;  
Monasteries and churches;Abbreviations. 
Figure no.2Density of the human settlements in Moldavia between 1828-1829 
Legend: under 2settlements/100
 
km
 2
, 2 – 4 settlements/100km2 
….over 12 settlements/100 km2 
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